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Introduction 

Cedar LNG Partners LP, by its general partner Cedar LNG Partners (GP) Ltd. (Cedar), a Haisla Nation 
led partnership with Pembina Pipeline Corporation (Pembina), is planning to construct and operate a 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) export facility within the District of Kitimat, British Columbia (BC) (the Project). 
The Project is subject to the requirements of the provincial Environmental Assessment Act and federal 
Impact Assessment Act and underwent a substituted environmental assessment from 2019 to 2023. 
Cedar received Environmental Assessment Certificate #E23-01 from the Environmental Assessment 
Office on March 13, 2023 and a positive Decision Statement under the Impact Assessment Act on 
March 15, 2023. 

The Decision Statement issued under the Impact Assessment Act includes conditions of approval that 
Cedar must address. Condition 8.2 requires Cedar to develop and implement a follow-up program with 
respect to adverse federal effects on the health, social and economic conditions of Indigenous peoples 
from changes to the acoustic environment. This memorandum outlines Cedar’s approach to meeting the 
requirements of this condition. 

Condition 8.2.1: Noise Monitoring 

Condition 8.2.1 of the Decision Statement requires that Cedar: 

“monitor, during the year prior to construction and continuing through the first three 
years of operation (for three to five days each year during summer, when weather 
conditions do not interfere with sound monitoring), sound levels at the sensitive 
noise receptors identified during the development of the follow-up program;” 

Noise levels from LNG facilities in British Columbia are regulated by the British Columbia Energy 
Regulator (BCER) through the Energy Resource Activities Act and associated Liquefied Natural Gas 
Facilities Regulation. In July 2023 the BCER issued Cedar a permit for the LNG facility that included 
noise monitoring requirements at two locations, one in Kitamaat Village and the other near the 
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Bish Forest Service Road (FSR) 1.5 km south of the facility. To align the requirements of the 
BCER permit and Condition 8.2 of the Decision Statement, Cedar proposes to complete the monitoring 
the two receptors specified in the permit plus a third location in Kitamaat Village.  

Receptors 1 (R1) and 2 (R2) are the two locations specified in Condition 40e of the BCER Permit 
(BCER 20232; Figure 1). BCER Permit Condition 41 indicates that Cedar may locate the noise survey 
equipment in any acoustically comparable location within a 75-meter radius of the target locations in the 
table identified above in Condition 40e. This 75-metre variation in location will be applied to all monitoring 
locations.  

R1 is a residence in Kitamaat Village, and R2 is a site 1.5 km south of Cedar’s floating LNG facility 
adjacent to the Bish Creek FSR (Figure 1). Due to safety along the FSR (e.g., pull out areas only) and 
physical constraints near the residence, the monitoring location cannot be located at the exact UTM 
locations specified in the BCER Permit Condition. However, the proposed monitoring locations are within 
the 75 m threshold from the Permit Condition locations. Receptor 3 (R3) is proposed to be located 
adjacent to the Gya Wa Tlaab Healing Centre Society, a noise sensitive receptor location close to the 
coastline in the Kitamaat Village. The three proposed noise monitoring locations are presented in Table 1. 
Figure 1 shows the three locations. 

Table 1 Noise Monitoring Locations 

ID Description 

UTM Deviation 
from BCER 

Location 
(m) 

BCER Permit Condition Monitoring Location 
Easting Northing Easting Northing 

R1 Kitamaat Village Residence 522774 5979712 522795 5979727 26 

R2 Bish Creek FSR 1.5 km Boundary1  519106 5978779 519124 5978846 69 

R3 Gya Wa Tlaab Healing Centre 
Society 

-- -- 522871 5980870 -- 

Notes: 
“--“ not applicable 
1. R2 is the same location as site “L1” assessed in Cedar’s Environmental Assessment Certificate Application 

 

Noise monitoring will be completed once in August or September in each of: 

• Pre-construction or a non-active period in the first year of construction 

• A peak year of activity during construction (anticipated to be 2025 or 2026) 

• Annually during the first three years of operation 

August and September are the most suitable months for monitoring as weather conditions during this 
period are suitable for high levels of construction activity and typically does not generate high background 
noise levels thereby increasing the quality of the monitoring data.   



"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"
"

"

"

"

"

"
"

"

Grande
Prairie

Terrace

Kelowna

Prince
George

Kamloops
Campbell

River

Fort St. John

Williams LakeBella Bella

Hinton Red
Deer

Vancouver
Victoria

Edmonton

Prince Rupert

Calgary

A
lberta

B
ritish C

olum
bia

CANADA

USA

¯

1:30,000,000

\\C
a0

18
3-

pb
ag

f0
1\

w
or

kg
ro

up
\1

23
2\

pr
oj

ec
ts

\1
23

22
23

94
\fi

gu
re

s\
A

co
us

tic
_M

on
ito

rin
g\

A
co

us
tic

_M
on

ito
rin

g.
ap

rx
   

   
R

ev
is

ed
: 2

02
3-

11
-2

8 
B

y:
 lt

ru
de

ll

Figure No.

Title

Client/Project/Report

Project Location:

Cedar LNG Partners LP
Cedar LNG Project

128°40'46"W 53°58'N Prepared by LTRUDELL on 20230829
Requested by LMCMILLAN on 20230829

Project Number: 123222394

Acoustic Monitoring Station
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For each noise monitoring event, the overall duration will be five days. One sound level meter will be 
installed at each selected receptor location. All noise monitoring will be completed using integrating sound 
level meters meeting the ANSI S1.4 Type 1 (ANSI 1997) and the BCER noise guideline requirements 
(BCER 2021). One-minute equivalent A-weighted sound level (Leq, 1min) and digital audio sound recordings 
of the measurement period will be recorded. In addition, weather conditions during the monitoring periods 
will be recorded by a portable weather meter. The sound level meter will be calibrated before and after 
each long-term measurement session. The calibrator meets the yearly recertification requirements in 
accordance with requirements as prescribed in the BCER noise guideline. 

Condition 8.2.2 Comparison to Regulatory Standards 

Cedar will prepare an annual report that outlines the approach that will be used for reporting the results of 
monitoring and comparisons to regulatory standards. The report will provide the following information: 

• Monitoring setup and method 

• Post-monitoring data analysis approach 

• Daytime (7 AM to 10 PM) and nighttime (10 PM to 7 AM) equivalent sound level (Leq) in  
A-weighted decibel level (dBA) 

• Total number of valid measurement minutes and excluded minutes for the monitoring locations 

• Daily time history graphs of measured noise levels versus time where exclusion of non-
representative weather and activities occur 

• Hourly, daytime, and nighttime sound level values calculated for the measurement period to 
establish the baseline sound level 

• Comparison of results to permissible sound levels established in the BCER’s British Columbia 
Noise Control Best Practices Guideline (Version 2.2, July 2021)  

• Comparison to thresholds for percent highly annoyed and sleep disturbance (in terms of nighttime 
sound levels and maximum A-weighted sound levels) recommended in Health Canada’s 
Guidance for Evaluating Human Health Impacts in Environmental Assessment: Noise (April 2017) 

• Comparison to predicted noise levels in Cedar’s Application for an Environmental Assessment 
Certificate 

The annual report will compare measurement results to the appliable thresholds. If the results exceed the 
thresholds due to the Project, additional mitigation measures will be identified. These mitigations can be 
considered to reduce the Project noise levels in order to meet the thresholds specified in the BCER 
Permit or commitments made in the environmental assessment process. 

In addition, the annual report will document any noise complaints, associated responses, and mitigation 
measures (if required) received as part of the community feedback protocol (Condition 9.1 of the Decision 
Statement). In the event of a noise-related public complaint, Cedar will attempt to reach a resolution with 
the complainant (on a case-by-case basis).   
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To investigate whether a noise-related public complaint is the result of Project-related noise, complaint-
based noise monitoring may be conducted. If complaint-based noise monitoring is conducted, Cedar will 
strive to schedule the monitoring when environmental conditions are similar to the condition when the 
complaint was lodged (e.g., wind speed and direction, time of the year), consistent with complaint-based 
noise monitoring recommendations such as those published in BCER noise guideline.  

Cedar will publish information related to any noise complaints in the annual report prepared in 
accordance with conditions 2.10 of the Decision Statement issued under the Impact Assessment Act. 
With respect to noise-related complaints, the annual report will include the following information (if 
applicable and available): 

• The date and time of any complaint 

• The approximate location of the complainant 

• Any specific noise(s) that may have resulted in the complaint 

• Climatic information at the time of the complaint (e.g., wind speed, wind direction, humidity, etc.) 

• Response date 

• Information on any monitoring conducted in response to the complaint 

• Mitigation implemented or justification for not implementing mitigation (e.g., lack of technical 
feasibility) 

• Outcome and resolution 

The annual reports will be submitted to Haisla Nation and the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada by 
March 31 of the following year (as per condition 2.11 of the Decision Statement). 
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